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the greatest Mahomedan  prince then, as now, in India;  we
supported and even set up again some minor kinglets, who from
being viceroys  had made themselves independent; others we
pulled down and pensioned off: our policy was governed by the
currents and chances of a long and perilous struggle.   Of course
the benefits we conferred have long been forgotten, while the
injuries remain ever fresh.   That the pensioned descendants of
usurpers  or  of puppets   should  now  be   regarded  by  then?
fellow-religionists as the ill-used heirs of legitimate dynasties,
is eomjwrehensible   enough;   that  acts   of  State   which were
moderate and by comparison merciful in the old days of war
and tumult, should now be condemned as unscrupulous and
greedy, is to be expected.    But it is a curious thing to find
Englishmen xeady to sit down and weep with the Mahomedans,
and to employ their literary skill in denouncing as oppressors
the men whose hardihood and endurance in winning for England
an   empire  were   equalled   only   by the   general justice   and
patience with which they pacified and administered it.     There
is something like a false note in these remorseful palinodes,
something   like   the  inclination  to  abandon  in   quiet  times
those who served us well and unreservedly in days of war
and tumult-     "We  all   know what sort  of legacy David be-
queathed to the sons of Zeruiah, whose' ready swords cleared
away  rivals and  rebels   from his path  to the throne;  and
England seems occasionally to display a liking for that same
kind of pious atonement.    Those who  resolutely uphold an
empire recently founded, who are determined to bequeath to
their  children  the   great  heritage  they  hold  in  trust from
their  fathers,   must  bear  the   brunt   of   such   odiums   and
qualms of conscience; but the ancient smouldering resentments
will die away as the edifice settles down.     At this moment,
however, when England is  almost too ready to do penance
for the high-handed misdeeds of those who woa India for her,
when the Mahomedans have neither wholly forgotten the old
order of things, nor have become properly reconciled to the
new, it is unfortunate that many causes combine to bring home
rather closely to Indian Mahomedans the natural consequences
of their political downfall.    So long as the old fighting times